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AWARD OF THE MEDAL OF HONOR

By direction of the President, under the Joint Resolution of Congress approved 12 July 1862
(amended by act of 3 March 1863, act of 9 July 1918, and act of 25 July 1963), the Medal of
Honor for conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of life above and beyond the call of
duty, is awarded (posthumously) by the Department of the Army in the name of Congress to—

P r i v a t e  M a s a t o  N a k a e ,  I n f a n t r y ,  C o m p a n y  A ,  1 0 0 t h  B a t t a l i o n ,  4 4 2 d  I n f a n t r y  R e g i m e n t ,
United States Army, distinguished himself by extraordinary heroism in action on 19 August
1944, near Pisa, Italy. When his submachine gun was damaged by a shell fragment during a
fierce attack by a superior enemy force, Private Nakae quickly picked up his wounded comrade’s
M–1 rifle and fired rifle grenades at the steadily advancing enemy. As the hostile force continued
to close in on his position, Private Nakae threw six grenades and forced the enemy to withdraw.
During a concentrated enemy mortar barrage that preceded the next assault by the enemy force,
a mortar shell fragment seriously wounded Private Nakae. Despite his injury, he refused to
s u r r e n d e r  h i s  p o s i t i o n  a n d  c o n t i n u e d  f i r i n g  a t  t h e  a d v a n c i n g  e n e m y .  B y  i n f l i c t i n g  h e a v y
casualties on the enemy force, he finally succeeded in breaking up the attack and caused the
enemy to withdraw. Private Nakae’s extraordinary heroism and devotion to duty are in keeping
with the highest traditions of military service and reflect great credit on him, his unit, and the
United States Army.
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DISTRIBUTION: This publication is available in electronic media only and is intended for the
Active Army, Army National Guard of the United States, and U.S. Army Reserve.
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